CHAPTER XI
INFLUENCE OF COMMUNICATIONS ON THE
PRESENT LOCALIZATION OF INDUSTRIES
A careful study of the growth and development of modern
large-scale factory industries would -show that although they
were an outcome of a number of inventions relating to the
use of power and certain mechanical appliances and machines,
their rapid growth and marvellous development were greatly
assisted by the improvements in land and water communica-
tions* Without the modern means of transport and com-
munications the assembling of the huge quantities of raw
materials from the four corners of the earth required by the
present-day large-scale industries and the distribution through-
out the world of the vast stocks of finished goods produced
by them would have been impossible. Therefore, in the
choice of sites for the location of these industries the transport
relations have alwayp played an important part.
Water transport especially by sea, has always been cheaper
over long distances and, therefore, places on the sea-coast
with harbour facilities have enjoyed favourable transport
conditions. Great ports, where ocean transport lines con-
verge and are linked up with a network of converging land
transport lines (generally railways and sometimes a navigable
river) acquire special importance on account of the fact that
a change from one form of transport to another involves heavy
terminal charges. These breaks in the transport network and
the consequent imposition of terminal and transhipment
charges give rise to a tendency to evade such costs by locating
factories using the imported materials in the ports themselves.
Such industries in important port towns furnish examples of
'break-localization' and most of the important ports of the
world are great manufacturing centres also in spite of the fact
that in some cases practically all the raw materials used by
them have to be transported from long distances.
In the case of land transport, however, a centre of con-
verging railways does not constitute a break in the system,